ORDER OF THE COMMISSIONER OF HEALTH AND MENTAL
HYGIENE OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK

TO: All educators, first responders and healthcare workers who are employed by the City of New
York, the New York City Department of Education, and the Health + Hospitals Corporation.

WHEREAS, there is currently an outbreak of novel coronavirus disease 2019 (“*COVID-
197), first detected in Wuhan City, Hubei Province, China, and it continues to expand with a
growing number of international locations, including the United States; and

WHEREAS, on January 31, 2020 the United States Secretary of Health and Human
Services announced a nationwide public health emergency to respond to COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, the United States Centers for Disease Control and Transmission (“CDC”)
has established a geographic risk assessment for countries with COVID-19, as described at
https://www.cde.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html: and

WHEREAS, COVID-19 is a communicable disease, reportable to the Department
pursuant to Section 11.03 of the Health Code and Section 2.1 of New York State Sanitary Code
(Chapter I of Title 10 of the New York Codes, Rules and Regulations): and

WHEREAS, the Department has determined that any educator, healthcare worker, or
first responder employed by the City of New York, the New York City Department of Education,
and the Health + Hospitals Corporation who has been identified as having been exposed. or
potentially exposed, to COVID-19 may need to be tested for COVID-19 ; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 556 of the New York City Charter and Section 3.01(¢c)
of the Health Code, the Department may take such action as may become necessary to assure the
maintenance of public health, the prevention of disease, or the safety of the City and its residents,
and pursuant to Section |1 1.23(k) of the Health Code, the Commissioner may issue and seek
enforcement of any other orders that he or she determines are necessary or appropriate to prevent
dissemination or transmission of contagious diseases; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 11.23 of the Health Code and Sections 2.6 and 2.29 of
the New York State Sanitary Code, the Department is authorized to take appropriate steps when
a case, contact, or carrier of a contagious disease such as COVID-19, in the opinion of the
Commissioner, may pose an imminent threat to the public health resulting in severe morbidity or
high mortality. including requiring the testing or medical examination of persons who may have
been exposed to or infected by COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 3.07 of the Health Code, no person “shall do or assist in
any act which is or may be detrimental to the public health or the life or health of any
individual...or...shall fail to do any reasonable act or take any necessary precaution to protect
human life and health”;



Health

Criteria for Educators, First Responders and Health Care Workers

Commissioner’s Order to Test For COVID-19

DOHMH is monitoring COVID-19 activity and will implement the March 5, 2020 Commissioner Order in
accordance with public health guidelines as appropriate for conditions in New York City. Below is revised
criteria in light of evolving conditions in New York City.

If you are an educator, first responder or healthcare worker employed by the City of New York, the New
York City Department of Education, and the Health + Hospitals Corporation, you are subject to the Order
of the Health Commissioner issued on March 5, 2020 and may be required to be tested for COVID-19 or,
if you decline to be tested, to be under quarantine. The Health Commissioner may require testing or
guarantine if she determines that you may present an imminent threat to the public health resulting in
severe morbidity or high mortality, in accordance with accepted public health guidelines or information
about the contagious period of COVID-19.

The New York City Department of Health and Mental Hygiene will contact you if testing or quarantine
is required.

If you are not feeling well, stay home. Consult your health care provider. If you do not have a health care
provider call 311. Anyone with symptoms of COVID-19, which include fever, cough and/or shortness of
breath should stay home until they are free of symptoms for 72 hours.

If you recently returned from travel in China, Iran, South Korea, Italy or Japan, review the information on
the DOHMH website about self-monitoring and how and when you can go back to work or school.
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